This performance has been written with the following California State Standards in mind:

Grade 7 Standards
World History and Geography: Medieval and Early Modern
Times

Students in grade seven study the social, cultural, and
technological changes that occurred in Europe, Africa, and Asia
in the years A.D. 500-1789. After reviewing the ancient world
and the ways in which archaeologists and historians uncover the
past, students study the history and geography of great
civilizations that were developing concurrently throughout the
world during medieval and early modern times. They examine
the growing economic interaction among civilizations as well as
the exchange of ideas, beliefs, technologies, and commodities.
They learn about the resulting growth of Enlightenment
philosophy and the new examination of the concepts of reason
and authority, the natural rights of human beings and the divine
right of kings, experimentalism in science, and the dogma of
belief. Finally, students assess the political forces let loose by the
Enlightenment, particularly the rise of democratic ideas, and
they learn about the continuing influence of these ideas in the
world today.

7.8 Students analyze the origins, accomplishments,
and geographic diffusion of the Renaissance.

7.8.1 Describe the way in which the revival of classical
learning and the arts fostered a new interest in
humanism (i.e., a balance between intellect and
religious faith).

7.8.5 Detail advances made in literature, the arts, science,
mathematics, cartography, engineering, and the
understanding of human anatomy and astronomy
(e.g., by Dante Alighieri, Leonardo da Vinci,
Michelangelo di Buonarroti Simoni, Johann
Gutenberg, William Shakespeare).



